
When is a grading and excavating permit required? 
1. Land disturbances more than 500 square feet

2. Movement of more than 50 cubic yards (five dump truck loads)

3. Movement of more than 10 cubic yards or disturbance of 500

square feet in a shoreland district ( 1,000 feet from a lake).

4. Doing work prior to obtaining a required permit will result in being

charged a double fee. Always check if a permit is required before

starting any work.

5. Applicant/property owner planning to disturb trees or vegetation

within the Bluff Impact Zone and Bluff Setback area must develop

and submit a Tree/Vegetation Preservation Plan. The plan should

outline, type & size of tree or bush being removed, measures for preserving existing trees

and vegetation and include the replacement of any removed trees or vegetation including

non-significant trees One for one replacement will be required and an escrow payment will

be due at time of permit issuance.

Other Requirements 
1. Maximum 4:1 slopes are allowed in “maintained” areas except approved by City Engineer.

Maximum 3:1 slopes are allowed adjacent natural resources.

2. Slopes greater than or equal to 3:1 must have approved erosion control Best Management

Practices installed immediately after finished grading.

3. Minimum grade for drainage swales must be 2% or greater.

4. Properties within a bluff impact zone or bluff setback have more specific requirements.

5. Removal or depositing of material greater than 400 cubic yards requires a conditional use

permit, unless it is part of a preliminary plat application.



Erosion Control Tips: 

1. Install silt fence or other

perimeter protection prior to

starting a project.

2. Do not place soil or materials in

the street.

3. Sweep up any material tracked

into the street daily.

4. Call (952) 447-9850 for an

inspection prior to work.

Public Nuisance Conditions 
• Allowing any condition that obstructs, or renders dangerous for
passage, any public highway, street or right of way.
• Allowing any soil or other debris to wash or erode from private
property or construction sites onto the public street, drainage
system, adjacent property, ponds, wetlands or lake system.
• Property owner subject to fines and citations for public nuisance
conditions.

* Contact Engineering Department staff (952) 447-9850 or permits@PriorLakeMN.gov for the specific requirements or questions.



* Contact Engineering Department staff (952) 447-9850 or
permits@PriorLakeMN.gov for the specific requirements or

questions. 

When is a Permit Required for your Retaining Wall?
Retaining walls over four feet high or have more than two Ɵ ers must 
be designed by a Minnesota registered professional engineer, need a 
Building Permit, and have a fence constructed at the top of the wall. 

The retaining wall construcƟ on will 
require the submiƩ al of detailed plans 
and specifi caƟ ons for a review by 
City of Prior Lake staff . Show top and 
boƩ om elevaƟ ons of the wall on the 
grading plan.

A structural engineer must also 
provide signed construcƟ on drawings. 
As a part of the permit a structural 
review is performed by the city. The 
permit fees are dependent on the 
extent of the project.

Retaining walls are to be located on 
private property. The construcƟ on of 
any retaining walls within the public 
right-of-way will need prior approval 
of the City of Prior Lake City Engineer. 

Contact Engineering Department staff  
at (952) 447-9850 for the specifi c 
requirements.

Impervious 
Surface
For all properƟ es 
located in the 
Shoreland Districts 
(SD), the maximum 
impervious surface 
coverage is 30%.

City of Prior Lake 
Landscaping: Retaining Walls
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Storing Construc  on Materials 
Materials may be stored on the residenƟ al property, if the 
property owner has a building permit for the on-site work. 
ConstrucƟ on and landscaping material, which shall be 
consumed or used on the property within the next 30 days 
and kept in a neat, workman-like fashion.
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Impervious Surface
City of Prior Lake Requirements

This handout is intended to be a guide only.
Specific code language can be found in the City Codes at: PriorLakeMN.gov 

Planning and Zoning Chapter 11

Impervious Surface is a constructed hard surface that either prevents or greatly reduces the 
entry of water into the soil and causes water to run off the surface in greater quantities and at an 
increased rate.

Examples of Impervious Surfaces
 Rooftops
 Covered decks
 Decks or platforms with less than ¼ inch spacing between joints
 Sidewalks
 Patios
 Swimming pools
 Driveways: concrete, asphalt, gravel, and

permeable pavers/asphalt/concrete
systems

City Code Requirements
To promote rainwater infiltration and natural 
groundwater recharge, City Code states that 
residential lots in the Shoreland Overlay District 
shall not exceed 30% impervious surface coverage
of the lot area. Such impervious surface coverage shall be documented by a certificate of 
survey at the time of any zoning or building permit application. Additional requirements for lots 
within the Shoreland Overlay District can be found in the City’s Zoning Code.

How do I calculate impervious surface on my lot?
• Original certificate of survey from when your home was constructed.
• Hire a licensed land surveyor to complete an updated lot survey (*necessary for 

permitting).
• Manually estimate using the Impervious Surface Calculations worksheet.

What can I do to minimize impervious surfaces?
 Remove existing impervious surface area that is no longer needed (i.e., remove excess

patio, walkway, or parking areas).
 Swap impervious surface on the property of the same size (i.e., remove old pool deck to

add new shed).
 Direct flow from drain spouts and roof gutters to pervious areas, such as lawns, instead

of directly down the sidewalk or driveway.

The Community Development Department can be reached for questions at 952-447-9810.

Website:  PriorLakeMN.gov Email: Permits@PriorLakeMN.gov

https://www.priorlakemn.gov/
http://156.99.83.130/WeblinkExternal/DocView.aspx?id=639875&amp;amp;dbid=0&amp;amp;repo=PriorLake
https://www.priorlakemn.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=732
https://www.priorlakemn.gov/
mailto:Permits@priorlakemn.gov
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