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Each year, the City reviews its water, sewer, and stormwater systems to ensure reliable service and to
plan for long-term infrastructure needs. The City Council has prioritized minimizing the use of debt
while setting utility rates that support both operational requirements and capital improvements.

Based on this annual review and the City’s Capital Improvement Plan, utility rates will be adjusted in
2026 to fund the cost of current operations and planned improvements and replacements of sanitary
sewers, storm sewers, and watermains. Many of these upgrades will be completed in coordination
with street reconstruction projects.

Utility rates for 2026 were approved by the City Council on December 9, 2025. Changes to individual

utility bills will depend on actual water and sewer usage and will vary by household. Refer to your bi-
monthly billing statements to view your water and sewer usage. Example scenarios are shown below.

Example impacts based on water and sewer usage

Low User Medium User High User
Example Example Example
Usage (8k gallons/bill) (18k gallons/bill) (78k gallons/bill)
@ Base Fee $2.81 $2.81 $2.81
; Water $0.88 $2.14 $17.06
W Sewer $2.48 $6.14 $47.32
é MCES Sewer $0.96 $2.16 $9.36
o~
& Stormwater $0.83 $0.83 $0.83
Example Total Increase - Per bi-monthly bill $7.96 $14.08 $77.38
Example Total Increase - Annually $47.76 $84.48 $464.28

More information and a video about the City’s utilities can be viewed at priorlakemn.gov/utility.
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