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Park Referendum - Vote Nov. 4

Polls are open to vote early in-person

Voters in Prior Lake have started casting their ballots to decide a $60 million
parks and trails referendum aimed at upgrading the city’s recreational spaces.
The proposal includes major improvements to Spring Lake Park and Lakefront
Park, along with neighborhood park upgrades and expanded trail connections.

If approved, homeowners would see an estimated tax increase of about $22
per month on a $433,600 median-value home. The increase would not be
immediate, but rather gradual over time as work on specific projects begins.

ABSENTEE VOTING OPEN NOW - MONDAY, NOV. 3, 2025

In-person absentee voting at Prior Lake City Hall runs through Monday, Nov. 3,
2025, Monday-Friday 8 am. - 4:30 p.m.

Extended hours: =
-Saturday, Nov.1(9 a.m. - 3 p.m.) \

-Monday, Nov. 3 (8 a.m. - 5 p.m.)

ELECTION DAY
TUESDAY, NOV. 4

On Election Day, all regular polling
locations in the City of Prior Lake
will be open. Election Day voting
hours are 7a.m. - 8 p.m.

For more information go to
priorlakemn.gov/elections

For more information about the
parks and trails referendum go to
PlayExploreConnectPL.org
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New Finance Director

The City of Prior Lake named Nicole Klekner its new Finance Director. Klekner served in an
interim capacity in this role for the past five months. She joined the City in March 2022 as
Assistant Finance Director.

“Nicole has served capably in the interim role since May,” said City Manager Jason Wedel.
“During this time, she has consistently demonstrated the leadership, expertise, and
dedication necessary to guide our Finance Department.”

Klekner has more than 15 years’ experience working in finance, and she is a certified public
accountant. Prior to starting with the City of Prior Lake, she was a Financial Planning &
Analysis Manager at Prime Therapeutics in Bloomington. Klekner earned a bachelor’s
degree in public accounting from Gustavus Adolphus College, and in her free time, enjoys
spending time with family, reading, and going to the cabin.

“I am honored to begin this new role and look forward to advancing the important work of the Finance team, “ said
Klekner. “We will continue to ensure long term stability through detailed planning to support the City’s strategic
priorities.”

New Sculpture Celebrates PL History

3 g A new public sculpture sits at the corner of Main Avenue and
IS County Road 2], offering a tribute to Prior Lake’s history and
f J cultural roots. The work was done by Greg Mueller, Prior Lake’s 2024
| community artist.

Comm|SS|oned by the Prior Lake Arts and Culture Committee
through a competitive selection process, the sculpture was
designed by Mueller who is known for his large-scale public art
creations. Mueller brought his signature blend of architectural
form and historical symbolism to the project.

P The sculpture features wave patterns symbolizing the city’s

—— lakeside past, tipi-like lodge poles honoring the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community, and a central timeline inspired
by railroad ties. Historical dates were chosen in consultation with
local historian Kathy Dawson, the Scott County Historical Society,
and the SMSC.

Made of COR-TEN steel and architectural acrylic, the piece is
- designed to withstand the elements and develop a natural patina
over time.

SEEnCro beler The sculpture is the latest in a series of public art projects

speorhecded by the Committee to celebrate the community’s identity through art. The installation adds to a grow-
ing number of public art pieces in Prior Lake, including the “Shorelife” mural (below).
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Flock Cameras

Coming to Prior Lake to Enhance Public
Safety

The City of Prior Lake is in the process of installing Flock Safety
automated license plate reader (ALPR) cameras in strategic
locations throughout the community. It's part of a greater effort to
enhance public safety and assist local law enforcement.

The cameras are designed to capture vehicle license plates and
vehicle characteristics, helping police solve crimes such as stolen
vehicles, missing people, and property theft. The system alerts
authorities to vehicles associated with criminal activity while
maintaining strict data privacy standards.

“These cameras act as another set of eyes in the community,” said Commander Phil Englin, Prior Lake Police
Department. “They don't monitor people, they only track vehicles tied to potential crimes, which allows us to respond
more quickly and effectively.”

Flock cameras scan and store license plate data, along with vehicle details such as color, make, and model. The
information is stored for 60 days and is only accessible to law enforcement for official investigations. If a plate is
a match with one on a law enforcement “hot list,” for example an Amber Alert, stolen vehicle, or a person with an
outstanding warrant, an alert is issued.

The City and Police Department understand some residents may have questions about the cameras and want to
stress that they are not for traffic enforcement or general surveillance. The cameras do not record videos or use
facial recognition. All data collected is encrypted, and strict policies govern how information is used.

The City Council approved the use of the cameras after reviewing their effectiveness in other communities and
receiving input from law enforcement and residents. Several nearby cities, including Shakopee, New Prague,
Burnsville, Belle Plaine, and Bloomington, have also adopted the technology. For more information and to view the
City’s policy, visit priorlakemn.gov/APLR

City Council Adopts Preliminary Levy

Public Hearing to be held December 9

The City Council unanimously approved the 2026 preliminary budget and tax levy at their meeting on Sept. 23.

For 2026, the proposed city budget is nearly $52 million, and the proposed tax levy is $21.3 million, an increase of
7.46% from 2025. Slightly more than half of the increase is needed to maintain current services. The remaining
portion is allocated to public safety.

Recent Police Department staffing and compensation studies recommended additional personnel to ensure proper
coverage, especially overnight, and identified pay disparities with comparable metro cities. As a result, three new
positions have been added to the 2026 budget: a sergeant, a records specialist, and an information technology
specialist to support police operations.

While the overall tax levy is proposed to increase by 7.46%, this does not mean that your individual property taxes
(city portion) will increase by the same amount. For a median-valued home in 2026 ($433,600), the city portion of
property taxes would increase by approximately 5.8%, about $76 annually or $6.33 per month.

Approval of the preliminary budget represents the maximum levy increase that can be assessed by the city.
Residents will receive their Truth in Taxation statements for 2026 by mid-November, and a public hearing will be
held at the City Council meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 9. Residents are welcome to attend and provide feedback at that
time. For more detailed information about the budget, go to priorlakemn.gov/budget2026
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City of Prior Lake Calendar

Oct. 14 City Council Meeting
Oct. 28 City Council Meeting
Oct. 31 Candy Crawl

Nov. 4 Special Election Day
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Nov.12 City Council Meeting

Nov. 25 City Council Meeting
Nov. 27 Thanksgiving Day

Looking Ahead:

Nov. 28 Day After Thanksgiving City Offices Closed

City Hall/7pm
City Hall/7pm

City Hall, Downtown/10am

City Hall/7am

City Offices Closed
City Hall/7pm
City Hall/7pm
City Offices Closed

DecemBRRR Dazzle!
Friday, Dec.5th, 5:30-8:30pm

Lakefront Park
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City Council

Kirt Briggs
Mayor
mayor@priorlakemn.gov

Zach Braid
Council Member
zbraid@priorlakemn.gov

Kimberly Churchill
Council Member
kchurchill@priorlakemn.gov

Victor Lake
Council Member
vlake@priorlakemn.gov

Ethan Hellier
Council Member
ehellier@priorlakemn.gov

City Manager
Jason Wedel
jwedel@priorlakemn.gov

City of Prior Lake
¢\ 4646 Dakota Street SE
'; Prior Lake, MN 55372
m

952-447-9800

priorlakemn.gov

DECEMBRRR DAZZLE WITH TREE LIG
Friday, Dec. 5, 5:30-8pm

Motorized Foot
Scooter

Must be at least
12 years old

Allowed on multi
use paths and
trails

Helmet required
if under 18 years
old

Maximum speed
15 mph

Electric Assisted
Bicycle

Must be at least
15 years old

Allowed on multi-
use paths and trails
Same traffic laws as

motor vehicles

Helmet preferred,
not required

Maximum speed
28 mph, 750 watt
motor

E-Moto and
Dirt Bikes

lllegal, unless bike
is registered
through DMV as a
motorcycle
and driver has a
motorcycle license.
Allowed on private
property without
registration/license

If licensed under 18,
helmet required
Helmet not required
on private property

Same traffic laws as

motor vehicles,
unless on private
property



